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Campus

2027 Tuition Restructuring:

Currently,
tuition at GIST is 4.05 million won
After
scholarships are applied, students pay
1.03 million won. The Student Records

Team is preparing to restructure how

undergraduate

per semester. institutional

students’ tuition costs are covered,

beginning in the 2027 academic year.

Where GIST Tuition Stands

GIST’s tuition is currently
set at 4.05 million won, of which
3.02 million won is waived upfront
through an institutional scholarship,
leaving students to pay 1.03 million
won. The amount students pay out of
pocket was first set at 1 million won
when the undergraduate program was
established in 2010. It was raised by
3% in 2013 to reflect inflation and other
factors and has remained unchanged
through the 2026 academic year.

Other specialized science and
technology institutes (hereafter, S&T
institutes) award scholarships covering
all or half of tuition based on the
previous semester’s grades, whereas
GIST students pay the same amount
regardless of academic performance.

Regarding this difference, the Student

Records Team explained, “Not all

S&T institutes operate the same
tuition and scholarship system,”
noting that differences in each

university’s founding background,
financial structure, and approach to
student support lead to different ways
of determining how much tuition
students pay. The team added that it has
maintained the current system so that
students can focus on their studies in
a stable financial environment, without
undue financial pressure associated
with grade-based scholarships.

The Student Records

said tuitionrevenue is not earmarked for

Team

specific projects or programs. Instead,
it is used within the institution’s
overall budget for education, research,
and student support. Specific uses
include academic programs — course
delivery, study programs abroad during
G-SURF (GIST

Undergraduate

academic breaks,
Summer Research

Fellowship), and  undergraduate
research and study abroad programs —
as well as student welfare and facility

improvements. “In particular, we have

Will Students Pay Less?

used this revenue to support programs
that require substantial funding, such
as UC Berkeley Summer Sessions,
so that they can run smoothly while
keeping students’ own costs to a
minimum,” the team said.

Will Tuition Support

Depend on Grades?
The

Committee is currently in talks with the

Emergency Response

Student Records Team about students’

out-of-pocket  tuition  payments.

Committee Chair Kim Yeon-woo
questioned the 1.03 million won
payment, saying, “Since the beginning
of the semester, the committee has
raised about

concerns internally

whether  students’  out-of-pocket
payments are necessary and how the
money is used.” The chair added that
these existing concerns, together with
the push for a zero-tuition policy at
had

reinforced the need for substantive

regional national universities,

discussions about GIST students’ out-

of-pocket tuition payments.
Explaining the committee’s

priorities for tuition restructuring, the

chair said, “The internal consensus
was that our first priority should be
understanding whether students’ out-
of-pocket payments are necessary and
how the money is used, rather than
reducing those payments to zero.” The
committee has requested information
from the Student Records Team on
the background and rationale for
the payment. It has also asked how
much revenue these student payments
generated over the past three years
and how the money was spent. In the
chair’s assessment, students’ payments
account for a very small share of the
university’s overall finances and have
minimal impact on its operations.
On that basis, the committee aims
to eliminate students’ out-of-pocket
tuition payments through discussions
with the university.

(The whole article in the website)

Reporter Jung Ji-won
jeong_jiwon@gm.gist.ac.kr
Translated by Junil Byeon

Which Majors Do GIST Undergraduates Choose?

GIST undergraduates in the
Challenge and Exploration Program
choose their majors after completing
foundational coursework. As of
2026, the Department of Electrical
Engineering and Computer Science
(EECS) was the most popular major.
Students pursue minors and double
majors across fields, as well as
advanced majors within their primary
field.

How and When
Majors Are Declared

GIST undergraduates declare
a major once they meet the eligibility
requirements. Students admitted
in 2018 or later may apply after
registering for at least two regular
semesters or earning 30 or more
credits, with application periods
announced each May and November.
Students apply through ZEUS, the
university’s integrated academic
information system, submitting their

intended major and study plan. The
major is then finalized on the first
day of the following semester, after
an internal approval process by the
Student Records Team. There are no
enrollment caps for individual majors,
allowing students to choose their
preferred major.

Major Declarations and Changes

Declaration records from
2012 to 2026 show that students’
major choices have gradually
become less concentrated in a few
departments. In 2019, when the
declaration window moved from the
end of the second year to the end of
the first, the number of declarations
temporarily increased. More recently,
the Department of AI Convergence
and the Department of Mathematical
Sciences have been newly established,
and major choices continue to disperse
across departments.

A total of 244 students

declared majors in the spring and
fall semesters of 2026. EECS drew
the most students at 47, followed by
Materials Science and Engineering
with 39, AT Convergence with 37,
and Life Sciences with 36. Chemistry
followed with 21, Physics and
Photon Science with 19, Mechanical
and Robotics Engineering and
Environment and Energy Engineering
with 18 each, and Mathematical
Sciences with 9.

There were 181 major
changes between 2012 and 2026.
EECS was the most common new
major, accounting for 65 changes,
followed by Materials Science and
Engineering with 29, Mechanical and
Robotics Engineering with 22, and
Chemistry with 19.

Minors, Double Majors,
and Advanced Majors

Beyond their primary
major, students can also declare

minors, double majors, and advanced
majors. The most popular minor in
2026 was Biomedical Science and
Engineering, accounting for 28 of the
99 declarations, followed by Culture
Technology (15), Humanities and
Social Sciences (14), Mathematical
Sciences (12), and Al Convergence
(10). At the undergraduate level,
Biomedical Science and Engineering
is available only as a minor, and the
number of students applying has
remained in the double digits since
2023. By contrast, AI Convergence
and Mathematical Sciences — once
minor-only programs — now offer
undergraduate degree programs, and
their minor declarations have been
trending downward.

(The whole article in the website)

Reporter Kim Na-won
nawonkim07@gm.gist.ac.kr
Translated by Junil Byeon
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