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Campus

Easing of Covid-19 Obviation, “How is GIST doing?”

The government is implementing
measures to restore daily life as the
current wave of COVID-19 is receding.
In line with this trend, GIST is also
easing quarantine measures, including
fully allowing in-person classes and
opening facilities.

Allowing all in-person classes

The range of permitted in-person
classes has expanded from small-scale
courses or lab courses to all courses.
the Office of Academic
Affairs announced this policy and let

In May,

professors decide the format of the
lectures. According to Yuri Kang from
the Section of Student Records, about
56% of the lectures are now face-to-
face. Students are allowed to sit next
to each other, unlike before. However,
general quarantine rules such as
wearing masks and ventilation should
be followed. Ms. Kang said, “GIST's
classrooms are often small in size, so if
the COVID-19 epidemic worsens in the
future and every other seat is vacant, it
may be difficult to maintain the current
policy”. According to Ms. Kang, in-
person classes will be fully allowed

during the summer semester if the

COVID-19 situation doesn’t worsen.
However, she said that the plan for fall
semeste would be determined after the
Ministry of Education announce the
university's quarantine guidelines.
Opening public facilities and
expanded admission criteria for
summer vacation

Furthermore, public facilities at GIST
are opening. Since May, club rooms,
fitness rooms in the dormitory, and
community rooms were opened. Also,
from June 2nd, the remaining unopened
public facilities, such as a swimming
pool, yogaroom, and the climbing room,
will be opened, with the exception of
karaoke in the Student Union Building
2. Section Chief Kyungsuk Min in the
Section of Student Services said, “For
karaoke, there is a high risk of droplet
infection as ventilation is difficult in
the rooms, and people rarely wear
masks when singing.” She added that
the operation of the karaoke would be
reviewed in June.

Face-to-face student activities
also allowed
Starting from May, various student

activities, including club activities, will
be conducted face-to-face. As a start,
the club room was opened; thus, club
activities can be carried out face-to-face.

In line with easing guidelines,
increased face-to-face student events
are expected. Sehoon Oh from the GIST
Committee(C&E)
explained the vision of future events

Culture Events
by saying, “We would like to host more
face-to-face events for our students
who have been bored over the past
two years.” In fact, on May 26, C&E
held a “Summer, Night, Camping”
face-to-face event. He also declared,
“We will reflect the students opinions
as much as possible about the casting
of celebrities or large-scale events.”
However, Section Chief Min has a
prudent stance about the face-to-face
event. She asserted, “The school is also
aware of the students' desire for lively
student activities, which the prolonged
COVID-19 pandemic had dampened.
However, GIST should also consider
students' safety.” She also implied that
there are many variables to consider
notwithstanding  the

“The
inviting celebrities to the GIST festival

quarantine

circumstance, said, issue of

ought to be discussed regardless of the
COVID-19 circumstance.”

Some quarantine guidelines
are maintained.

However, some quarantine guidelines,
such asthe ZEUS self-diagnosis system,
are expected to remain. Section Chief
Icksoo Kim from the Section of Student
Services said, “Monitoring health
conditions daily and conducting tests
when there are suspicious symptoms
is very important.”” He stressed the
necessity of a ZEUS system. “There
may be some inconvenience, but please
comply with personal quarantine
rules and cooperate with the hospital's
policy.”

Ms. Kang from the Student Records

Section said, “Thanks to students'
efforts, GIST has not created a big risk
situation due to COVID-19. I hope you
continue to follow personal quarantine
rules, especially, please follow the
minimum quarantine guidelines, and

wear indoor masks during class.”

Reporter Junseo Park
(pjsalex122@gm.gist.ac.kr)
(translation: Sangwoo Kim, proofreading: Ellis Lee)

GIST Cafeteria Price Increased Due to COVID-19

Since last April, the prices of the
cafeterias on the Ist floor of Student
Union Buildings 1 and 2 have increased
by 300 won. The cafeteria operator
requested a price increase because both
cafeterias suffered financial losses due
to COVID-19 and inflation. This is
causing students to worry about their
financial situation.

In December, Hanbit Catering,
which operates the student cafeteria,
proposed the introduction of a prepaid
breakfast voucher and a price increase.
Accordingly, the General Affairs Team,
and student delegation met the restaurant
officials to discuss the plan to increase
the price. The operator proposed an
increase of 500 won from the previous
price. But the student council conveyed
the student's opinion that the increase
of 500 won is expensive. As a result, the
company agreed to lower the increase
to 300 won.

The student council conducted two

rounds of surveys on students' opinions

regarding the increase in student
cafeteria prices and the introduction
of prepaid breakfast vouchers. In the
second survey undertaken until March
10, the price increase was finally
decided, with the majority (54%, 114
people) agreeing with the decision.
Park Jong-min, CEO of Hanbit
that it
inevitable to raise the price at the
student cafeteria. Park said that for the
past two years, accumulated deficit

Catering, explained was

seems to range from 30 million won to
60 million won.

The company cited a decrease in the
number of users during non-face-to-
face classes and increases in prices
and labor costs as reasons for the loss.
According to the company, monthly
student cafeteria users decreased from
one hundred to fifty during COVID-19.

The increase in Korea’s minimum
wage and the recent rise in food costs
affected the price increase. As of

April 2022, the rate of consumer price

increase compared to the previous year
was 4.8%, the steepest increase since
2008.

The company proposed the mandatory
policy for breakfast to maintain income
of the cafeteria. However, the General
Affairs Team refused to introduce a
mandatory policy because it is not
suitable for GIST, where most students
have to live in the dormitory. Instead,
the conference selected as the final
draft an 'optional-compulsory policy,
which requires only students who have
applied for advance payment to have
compulsory breakfast.

Park argued that the breakfast system
was a way to improve the quality of
student cafeterias. "If stable restaurant
income is maintained through the
introduction of a prepaid breakfast,
we can overcome financial losses, and
the quality of dinner and lunch can be
improved. In addition, because there is
a subsidy from the school, students can
easily enjoy high-quality breakfasts.

It is a win-win solution for both the
cafeteria and students."

However, the student's reaction to
the breakfast system was cold. Out
of 210 people who participated in the
survey, only 45 (33 college students
and 12 graduate students) said they
would apply for a breakfast voucher.
The company realized that the survey
results did not meet the expected
they
plan. The student's proposal during the

demand, and canceled the
survey was to diversify the payment
period for the voucher.

Finally, the restaurant operator
promised to improve the quality. Park
said, "We are trying to become a
student cafeteria that matches GIST’s
high expectation. [ understand students
hope that the quality of the food will
increase as the price increases. We
promise to make changes that students
can feel."

Kibeom Kim (kibeomkim@gm.gist.ac kr)
(proofreading: Ellis Lee)
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