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Campus

COVID-19 difficulties for incoming international
GIST undergraduates: Perspectives from Vietnam

Due to COVID-19, incoming inter-
national undergraduates at GIST have
to handle various obstacles ranging
from document preparation to fear of
infection.

Vietnam is suffering from a dramatic
surge in new coronavirus cases.
The fourth wave of COVID-19 in
Vietnam started from late April till
now. The number of new confirmed
cases increased consecutively from
5 in April to 9,334 in August. There
have been 19 out of 63 provinces that
have to observe social distancing rules
including Ho Chi Minh city which
plays an important role in every aspect
of Vietnam. Public transportation is
being suspended and most stores are
being forced to close. People will be
fined severely when going out without
proper reasons or without wearing a
mask.

For example, COVID-19 makes it
difficult for Vietnamese students to
finalize their legal documents and
receive their visa. Almost all activities
are suspended and people are not
allowed to freely go out. Khangan
incoming GIST student, said, "Due
to the widespread of delta variant, my
neighborhood is required to strictly
follow the social distancing rules and
it's extremely inconvenient for me to
get my documents legalized." Khoa,
another incoming GIST student, said,
"Due to the complex pandemic, all of
the legalization process takes longer
than usual. I planned to take an IELTS
exam in February but I had to hand in
TOEIC instead due to the fourth wave
of COVID-19."

Moreover, coronavirus is getting
much more dangerous than ever due
to the delta variance. Delta is a SARS-

CoV-2 mutation that is a variant of
concern due to its high contagion
risk and its longer persistence in the
air. The higher the transmissibility of
delta variant, the more dangerous it
is especially for unvaccinated people
who travel overseas.

International students are at risk of
coronavirus infection while traveling
to Korea. The population of Vietnam is
around 98.22 million people and only
1.1% of the population have been fully
vaccinated. Khoa said, "I'm worried
that [ may get infected while traveling
to Korea. There is a high possibility
of cross-contamination among pas-
sengers on the flight. Moreover, the
quarantine rules are different among
countries so [ have to keep myself up-
dated every single day."

Because of the pandemic, there are
lack of flights between Vietnam and

Korea. Before COVID-19, there were
182 flights from Vietnam to Korea
and 381 from Korea to Vietnam every
week. The flights were scheduled at
various times allowing passengers to
freely choose their most convenient
time. However, now there are only
around 56 flights per week from
Vietnam to Korean with very little
flexibility.

COVID-19 makes it difficult for
Vietnamese students to decide to
leave their home country and come to
GIST. As international students, they
all hope to adjust well to a totally new
environment and lead a happy life
here. They hope to make many new
friends and to have more opportunities
to become active members of the GIST
community.

Reporter Tran Bao Huyen
(huyentran041001@gm.gist.ac.kr)

Four ISTs Conducted Integrity Evaluation

For the 2021 integrity evaluation
conducted by the four ISTs (Institute
of Science and Technology: KAIST,
GIST, UNIST, and DGIST), GIST
received the lowest overall score for ef-
forts to improve integrity. To improve
the integrity of the GIST, the input of
IST members on various polices is
needed.

2021 ISTs’ Integrity Evaluation

On the last five integrity surveys
for national universities by the Anti-
Corruption & Civil Rights Commission
(ACRC), GIST was ranked the lowest
grade at fifth. Accordingly, to improve
the IST’s integrity as advised by
Ministry of Science & ICT (MSIT),
the IST’s began to conduct their own
evaluations from this year. Integrity
evaluation will be conducted every
year and will be hosted by each IST.
And this year, KAIST organized and
hosted it.

A total of 1,200 people (300 people
each) from the four ISTs were survey-
ed with a total of 29 items, including
efforts to Aimprove integrity Aorgan-
izational culture system Aresearch

field Aint-egrity level, with the score
set out of 10.

To identify the specific reasons for low
integrity scores, integrity evaluation
results are classified with the overall
score and a member perception score.

GIST received the lowest grade for
‘efforts on improving integrity’ and
‘awareness of anti-corruption polic-
ies.” The average overall score of the
four ISTs for ‘efforts on improving
integrity’ was 7.29 points, GIST re-
corded the lowest score with 6.49. In
terms of ‘awareness of anti-corruption
policies’, the average score of ISTs was
5.88, but GIST’s score was 5.41.

For member’s awareness, both
‘awareness of improvement in integr-
ity’ and ‘positive perception of im-
provement in integrity’ were lower
than the average.

Also, there have been some cases of
direct within GIST. As a result of the
survey, 8.3% of respondents ‘directly
experienced’ unfair work orders and
6.3% unfair budget execution.

Efforts to Improve Integrity
Following recommendations by

MSIT, GIST moved the integrity &
anti-corruption tasks from Auditor
Office to the Section of General Affairs
under the president. In addition,
when appointing the next president,
‘institutional integrity improvement
plan’ is being added to the interview
evaluation criteria.

The Section of General Affairs said,
“Looking at the case of UNIST, which
has the highest level of integrity
among the four ISTs, the strong will
and long-term efforts of the head of the
institution are important to improving
integrity. When the next head is
appointed, we will hold an integrity
declaration ceremony and share the
results of the integrity evaluation at
various meetings to raise awareness of
integrity.”

The ACRC is presently processing the
evaluation of anti-corruption policies
to investigate efforts on improving
integrity of each department. So
executive department submitted 18
detailed implementation plans to the
ACRC for four arecas: Acreating a
culture of sharing integrity value A

reinforcing personal anti-corruption

activities Aestablishing and spreading
an honest GIST culture, and A leading
the spread of a culture of integrity
abroad.

In addition, the Section of General
Affairs team is trying to actively
promote and educate for the improve-
ment of integrity. They con-ducted
‘research ethics & security education’
and integrity education at the same
time on June 22, and it will be
conducted once more for teachers and
researchers in the second half of the
year. From August Ist to September
10th, the Section of Research Man-
agement conducted the ‘Wise Re-
search Life Idea Contest’ to create a
transparent research environment.

In 2022, the inteOgrity evaluation of
the four ISTs will be hosted by GIST.
Jeong Eui-young, a staff member at the
Section of General Affairs, said, “The
key of improving integrity is smooth
communication and publicity,” and
asked for not only students but also
for all members at GIST to take more
interest in improving integrity.

Reporter Eunchan Lee

(eunchan_supernova@gm.gist.ac.kr)
(translation: Seungkyu Choi, proofreading: Ellis Lee)
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