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Difficulties faced by international students

Korean students are well-known for their
educational fervor, and universities are no
exception. Although college students have
much more time to enjoy their campus
life than high school students, they still
tend to be highly motivated to score well
on tests and assignments. International
undergraduates from all over the world
try to harness their work ethic to fit into
the university. Undergraduates are faced
with a plethora of challenges as they try
to navigate their way out of the cocoon
of learning years to fly and expand their
horizons.

Before the hurdles of education can even
begin to present themselves, the students
are confronted with the intricacies of
settling down in a new country. "Without a
phone number, I was often unable to order
anything online and restricted from using
a lot of convenient services for around
four months until I could get my alien
registration card, said one international
student. Students are unable to use any
online delivery services or order food. This
poses a major difficulty, especially for those
students who have dietary restrictions and
cannot eat in the cafeteria. This leads us
to another very common problem: "My
card was not working in the cafeteria or
GS25, leaving me with no choice but the

second-floor student restaurant or cook my

own food, which is quite time-consuming."
According to survey data, this problem
occurred for 65% of the students.

Apart from an exceptional academic
students  at

atmosphere, international

Korean institutions face two major
obstacles: course registration and the
language barrier.

While the basic science classes are
provided in English, many major classes
are in Korean, leaving students with no
other option but to be left on their own with
particularly limited learning resources.
This brings about difficult times, but many
students manipulate the odds into a source
of challenge to raise their spirits. One
international student from the Department
of Life Science stated, "Your environment
can make or break you, so my time at GIST
has been a privilege in the sense that even
with the odds stacked against me, having
many bright and diligent Korean students
in my class in turn makes me want to
polish my academic performance." She has
put in great effort to ensure the classes are
provided in English to prevent strategic
disadvantages for international students.
One of the international students previously
in the Life Science department ended up
changing her major to a department with
more international students so she would

have an easier time obtaining her classes

in English. Many courses that are required
to graduate are not provided in English.
Another central problem towers over this
one: many courses that are listed as being
taught in English are taught in Korean. Data
shows that a staggering 60% of the classes
listed as being taught in English are taught
in Korean. One student who took such
a course was simply told to "learn better
academic Korean" when she prompted the
professor to incorporate some English in
the lecture.

Korean universities are infamous for
their fast-paced, fiercely competitive,
first-come, first-served course registration
systems. Even Korean freshmen generally
struggle with this and seek guidance from
their seniors with tips on how to enter
course codes quickly and an idea of which
courses are likely to fill up faster. Learning
tips and going to a PC room with faster
wifl in order to check exact server times
during course registration ensures a more
successful course sign-up.

Course registration, more often than not,
proves to be extraordinarily challenging
for international students, who are left
to their own accord. Students are often
limited to the dorm, where the Wi-Fi
connection is significantly slower than
in PC rooms, where most other students

are. Some students might be forced to do

course registration in their own country,
which only adds to the waiting times in the
queue for registering for each course.

The international students are handed
out PDFs and lengthy handbooks, but
this has largely proved to be inadequate.
According to survey data, 80% of the
students expressed dissatisfaction with
the information provided solely in the
handbook and PDFs. Many suggested the
process be made easier and more seats be
added for greater convenience for the new
international students.

Continuing the topic of course registration
and language barriers, GIST does provide
classes to facilitate the student's ability to
learn Korean, but they are severely limited
in capacity, and often, the freshmen who
need them the most are unable to get them.
The class capacity is never increased
to accommodate them. Around 30% of
freshmen are unable to register for the
Basic Korean course each year.

While efforts have been made to improve
the lives of international undergraduates,
who are a rather recent addition to the
gist community, there is a long way to
go before we finally fill in the overlooked
gaps that hinder the smooth settling in of
international students.

Reporter Faisal, Kudsia
(kudsia19@gm.gist.ac.kr)

Gi-Cheol Lim, The new GIST president

The GIST Board held a meeting on July
4 to finally elect Dr. Gi-Cheol Lim as the
ninth president.

The new president, Lim began his term of
office on July 7 after being approved by the
Minister of Science and ICT. The term of
office is four years.

Hereceived abachelor’s degree in chemical
engineering from Seoul National University
and a master’s degree in engineering
Ph.D. from the same university’s graduate
school. Also, he received a master’s degree
in economics from Sogang University.
He has worked as a visiting faculty at the
Institute for International Science and
Technology Policy at George Washington
University(IISTP) in the United States,
as Deputy Minister for Planning and
Coordination and Vice President at the
Institute for Science and Technology Policy,
and as science and technology secretary of
the Blue House. A fterward, he has served as

a member of the Presidium of the National

Science and Technology Commission,
Director of the Korea Institute of Science
and Technology Evaluation and Planning,
and Vice President of the Korea Federation
of Science and Technology Societies. He
also served as a collaboration professor
at Korea University’s Graduate School of
Management of Technology.

On August 16, GIST held the inauguration
ceremony of the ninth president of GIST
at the Dasan Hall of the Oryong Hall. In
his inaugural address, he showed a strong
commitment to innovation, saying, “Our
potential is limitless, and we set our limits.”,
“Innovation, if there is no way, we make it.”
and “I will accompany you on the journey
of innovation as a guide with the enormous
responsibility of being president” He
proposed three strategies for innovation :
strengthening GIST’s potential capabilities
and restructuring the value-creating
organization, fostering community spirit

through leadership of sympathy and

embracement, and establishing a system
that converts the knowledge value of GIST
into business value.

As an institute of science and technology
established by the state,
and goals that GIST should have were
explained by taking the acronym of GIST.

the values

G is for the creation of Global knowledge
assets, and I is for technological Innovation
with insight. S is for conducting a Study
to overcome national crises, and T is for
caring and Trust-based organizational
culture and research activities.

He said, “In this spirit, GIST’s research
results will continue to entrepreneurship
and innovation, contributing to the
development of the local economy and the
national economy.”

His goals during his term of office include
Abecoming one of the top 100 in the QS
World University Rankings and one of the
top 7 in Korea's Atransition to education,

which seeks truth with the centered

Aestablishment of semiconductor FAB
Acstablishment of AI graduate school
of policy and strategy Aestablishment
of GIST branches in Korea or overseas
Acstablishing a holding company ‘GIST
Holdings’ to attract start-ups and encourage
cooperation with companies in the region.

In particular, he emphasized that he
would create a 20 billion development fund
within his term of office to sow the seeds
of the birth of the research and medical
equipment industry in Gwangju and
Jeonnam and make it a growth engine at
the national level. In addition, he said that
he would lead GIST to establish itself as a
central Al institution in Asia.

On the other hand, this inauguration
ceremony was held in a simplified manner.
The budget saved through this will be
put into support for the thousand-won

breakfast business.
Reporter Seongu Kim
(kimseongu22ug@gm.gist.ac.kr)
(translation: Suhyeon Kim)
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