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Campus

shift,

primary

In a significant digital
GIST
communication platform
KakaoTalk to Ziggle, a
developed app, on November 18th,

transitioned  its
from

student-

2023. This move encompassed all major
student self-government associations,
including the GIST Club Union, GIST
Culture & Event Committee, IRUM,
and the HOUSE dormitory student
council. Ziggle, designed by GIST
students, aimed to streamline school-
related communications by focusing
exclusively on academic and campus-
related content. This targeted approach
sought to create a more organized and
efficient information flow within the

university community.

Student leaders emphasized that
this

campus communications, streamlined

strategic move centralized
announcement processes, and ensured
easy access to critical information
in one location. By switching from
KakaoTalk to

can enjoy the platforms for school

Ziggle,  students

communications and numerous
services to enhance their university

experience.

One of the key components of Ziggle
is GISTORY, a community platform
where students can access various
information, including notices from
student self-government associations.
This feature has proven particularly

valuable for international students,

GIST's Digital Shift
: From KakaoTalk to Ziggle

helping them stay connected with
campus activities and announcements.
Another integrated  into
Ziggle is AMS GIST, an application
management system that facilitates

service

the selection process for student
associations and clubs. This tool has
simplified the process of applying to
and managing student organizations.
GISTALK, a

students can evaluate and share their

platform  where
experiences with GIST classes, has
also become an integral part of the
Ziggle ecosystem. The site provides
quantitative evaluations of lectures
using intuitive hexagonal radar charts
and encourages student participation
through a point system. While many
students appreciate these integrated
features, some still express challenges
with the transition.

Behind Ziggle’s development is
the Information Bureau of the GIST
University Student Council, adedicated
team committed to enhancing student
life through innovative IT solutions.
Their mission is to be “the life of GIST
students,” creating web services that
are primarily helpful to the university
community. Beyond Ziggle, the info
team manages the ‘University Student
Facebook Group’, a community
platform where GIST college students
interact and share experiences. The
team also hosts Developers Night
(DevNight) which is an innovative

exchange event developed by the

Autumn Night Ghost. DevNight brings
together students, developers, and tech
enthusiasts to share knowledge and
experiences in the field of software
development. This event features two
major sessions: a seminar session
and a networking session, further
demonstrating  the Information
Bureau’s commitment to fostering
student engagement and technological

innovation.

The transition has been met with
mixed reactions from students. Many
appreciate the app's focused nature and
integration of various school-related
functions. Positive aspects of the Ziggle
transition highlighted by students
are organization, everything school-
related being in one place and the ease
to track important announcements
and events. An international junior
from EECS department said that it
is refreshing for her to have all her
course information, club activities,
and campus events in one place. She
further clarified that she feels more
connected to what is happening on
campus now that all the information is

in one place.

students also shared
with  the
new platform. Some find the shift

However,
significant  challenges
challenging, citing the need to actively
remember to check a new app. Another
international student admitted that he
is so used to KakaoTalk that he often

forgets to open Ziggle. He mentioned
that he has missed a few important
announcements due to this reason.
Since KakaoTalk was so integrated
into student’s daily communication
suddenly switching to Ziggle took an
adjustment period. Many users among
the international student body also
mentioned difficulty navigating the app
and accessing valuable information
because most of the features are
English. This
language barrier has limited Ziggle’s

not available in

effectiveness for non-Korean speakers,
making it challenging for them to fully
engage with the community and stay
updated on on-campus activities.

As GIST navigates this digital
transformation, the Ziggle platform
represents both an innovative solution
and a work in progress. The app’s
successhingesonitsability to overcome
significant challenges, particularly for
the international student community.
While Ziggle offers promising
features like GISTORY, AMS GIST,
and GISTALK, its effectiveness is
currently limited by language barriers
and the steep learning curve for
users accustomed to KakaoTalk. The
Information Bureau of the Student
Council is dedicated to improving
student life through technology, but
there’s still work to be done to ensure
that Ziggle meets the needs of GIST’s
diverse community.

Reporter Mihret Abebe
Mihret.abebe@gm.gist.ac.kr

Festival at

The annual Lumiere Festival at the
Gwangju Institute of Science and
Technology (GIST) took on a new
form this year, combining three events:
the Lumicre Festival, Culture Night,
and the “Gwangju’s Got Talent”
competition. While the ambitious
merger was met with enthusiasm by
some, others expressed disappointment
over significant changes to the beloved
event.

Traditionally known for its high-

GIST 2024: A Mixed Bag of

profile idol performances, the Lumiére
Festival has attracted large crowds in
previous years with acts like fromis 9
in 2022 and Yena Choi in 2023.

This budget
constraints limited performances to

year, however,
school clubs, such as Macmoo (the
dance club), singing clubs, and the rap
club Ignition. The reduced scale left
some students feeling due to a reduced
budget compared to previous years,
performances were limited to school

clubs like Macmoo, singing clubs, and
the rap club Ignition, in contrast to
previous idol lineups like fromis 9 in
2022 and Yena in 2023.

“I really missed the energy and
excitement that idols bring to the
stage,” said Kim Ji-hyun , a third-year
student. "The club performances were
great, but they didn’t have the same
pull.”

The stage itself, relocated to the road
near the Natural Science Building, was

Reactions

smaller and less equipped compared to
the expansive open space in front of
the library, the usual venue. “The space
was cramped, and it felt like we were
all squeezed in,” noted Ahmed Khan,
an international student from Pakistan.

(The whole article in the website)

Reporter Kudsia Faisal
kudsia19@gm.gist.ac krr
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