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English Humanities Courses Too Few for
Secure Graduation

For the recent 3 years, the number
of humanities courses in English,
including ones that provide English
material, is on average 6.5 each
semester. International students have
applied to GIST expecting 100%
English classes, but the percentage
of English humanities courses turn
out to be disappointingly low. The
percentage of English classes is
important for providing the right to
study for international students, which
sum up to 14% of GIST students as of
2023.

Currently, the number HUS or PPE
humanities courses cach semester
is around 5 for English courses and
40 for Korean courses. International
students have the same requirements
in humanities courses for graduation,
which is 24 credits in total, including
6 credits of HUS and 6 credits of PPE.

According to interviews with
international students, they thought
GIST provided 100% English classes.
This was an important factor for
applying to GIST, according to
them. <GIST News> found out that
a video, “2025 GIST Undergraduate
Admission for International Students,”
in the official GIST YouTube channel,
states that all major classes are in

English. It emphasized “100% English
lectures” with the subtitles. Also, the
“GIST guidebook for students” says
that all basic science subjects and
major courses are provided in English.
It does not include that humanities
courses are mandatory for graduating,
nor the number of English humanities
courses. GIST did not state clearly
that it provides 100% English classes,
but many international students are
misunderstanding it, due to the lack of
information on the number of English
humanities courses.

Because of the lack of English
humanities courses, students appeared

to have trouble planning their
timetable. Maximiliano  (physics,
junior)  explained that English

humanities courses are usually held
10:30~14:30, when there
are important major courses. When

between

excluding courses unavailable due to
conflict in schedule, there are even
less courses. Also, he added that some
courses say they are in English, but are
actually in Korean. Because of this, he
said that “This semester, I will take a
Korean humanities course and submit
the report in English.”

Mohanad (mechanics, senior) still
has a humanities course to take on his

last semester, because of the shortage.
Also, the only course he can take is a
course that is not interesting to him. He
wanted to take courses about Japanese
culture or music, but could not because
they were only provided in Korean.
He added that international students
should try to take all courses that are
available.

Khoa (chemistry/material, senior)
mentioned that there is a need for
improvement in the percentage
of English in chemistry major
too. He stated that there

imbalance in

courses,
was an language
usage in some major courses in the
Department of Chemistry. “Important
concepts are sometimes explained
in detail in Korean, while only a
summary is provided in English,”
he explained. Also, he revealed that
some experiment classes provided
English course materials, but the class
was taught in Korean, with the TA
translating. “The English humanities
professors are dedicated and fair. But
I would appreciate it more if the school
improved the variety of humanities
courses available to international
students,” he said.

All students who participated in

the interview stated the need for an

increase in the number of English
The School of
Humanities and Social Sciences replied
to <GIST news> that, “The change in
the percentage of English humanities

humanities courses.

courses may have advantages and
disadvantages. Therefore immediate
changein the percentage would be hard,
but we will discuss ways to schedule
English humanities courses so that
they don’t overlap with major courses.”
Before <GIST News> started covering
this issue, Maximiliano had asked
the school, if the increase in English
humanities courses is not possible,
whether decreasing the required
number of credits for humanities
courses would be available. However,
the departments he asked were not
responsible, so he didn’t receive any
immediate responses.

GIST is an international school,
where international students’ ratio
is increasing from 10% to 14%.
It is a big problem that English
humanities courses in GIST take up
only 12.5%. Mohanad shared that “It
is understandable because we are the
first batch of international students,
but I hope students will have a better
environment.”

Reporter Hongeun Im
im.hongeun@gm.gist.ac.krr

The arrival of new students at the
GIST is always an exciting time, and
this spring is no different. Freshmen
from across Korea recently arrived on
campus, eager to begin their academic
journey.

Before classes officially start, they
participate in an immersive orientation
week filled with activities designed to
help them adapt, connect, and feel at
home. The journey begins with a two-
day orientation, where students receive
an introduction to various aspects of
life at GIST. They learn about campus
facilities, academic
student
opportunities, and support services.

expectations,

resources, extracurricular

More importantly, it is a time

New Beginnings at GIST:
Freshmen Embark on a Journey of Connection and Growth

for them to bond with their fellow
freshmen and form friendships that
will last throughout their university
years. “A big change is always scary,
but the orientation helped me ease
into the university atmosphere,” said
Kim Jihyun, (25, planning to major in
physics). “It really made me feel like I
was part of a community.”

Following the orientation, students
participate in an English Camp designed
to improve their communication skills
in an international setting. Although
international students do not officially
take part in this program, many Korean
freshmen wish they could, as it would
provide a valuable opportunity to
connect with their international peers

while practicing English together.

“I wish international students could
join English Camp,” shared Lee
Minho (25, Challenge and Exploration
Program). “It would be a great way for
us to get to know each other and create
a more global campus atmosphere.”

International students, who arrived
the previous fall semester, also hope
for more opportunities to interact.
Currently, there are no formal plans
to include international students in the
program, but many students believe
that expanding participation could
foster a stronger sense of inclusivity.
“We arrived months earlier, and it was
a bit hard to meet Korean students at
first,” said an international freshman

from Kazakhstan. “Now that the new
freshmen are here, we’re excited
to make new friends and become
part of campus life together.” After
English Camp, students dive into
the vibrant campus culture through
Club Introduction Day. This event is
a highlight of orientation week, as it
is the only time during the year when
clubs open their recruitment. Beyond
just signing up for extracurricular
activities, this event plays a crucial role
in shaping student life at GIST, helping
students develop new skills, pursue
hobbies, and form lasting friendships.

(The whole article in the website)

Reporter Kudsia Faisal
kudsial9@gm.gist.ac.krr
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