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Feature

Dorms Exclude Mentally Ill Students
What About GIST?

Seo Mi-hwa, a member of
the Democratic Party of Korea, has
surveyed 392 universities all over
the nation regarding the exclusion of
students with mental illness from using
university dormitories.
to data submitted by the Ministry of
Education on September 18, at least

According

45 universities label mental illness as
grounds to restrict dorm admission or
to order compulsory eviction.

Dormitory Rules That Exclude
Students With Mental Illness

As a member of the National

Health Welfare

Representative  Seo

Assembly and
Committee,
received the results of the “full survey
on dormitory admission denials for
students with mental illness” from the
Ministry of Education on September
18. The survey targeted 392 two-
, three-, and four-year universities
where 84 universities did not respond.
Overall, among those that did provide
data, 45 had

excluding students with mental illness.

universities rules
To be more specific, eight universities

explicitly ~ restricted admission,
whereas thirteen authorized eviction

even after move-in, while twenty-four

had both rules intact. Additionally, the
grounds and criteria varied widely.
Some defined “mental illness” by the
presence of a diagnosis, while others
listed it alongside other diseases, such
as “infectious disease, depression,
mental illness”, and restricted
admission. Even where illnesses were
not directly named, some schools
prevented possession of psychotropic
medications (such as sleeping pills
or narcotics like methamphetamine)
and restricted admission if there was
concern that a mental illness could
cause harm or disturbance to others.
Experts attributed the rule’s
rationale as a means to prevent
incidents in dorms. Especially, because
it is difficult to monitor every student’s
mental health in group life, schools
seek to avoid events such as suicide
or other crises. However, critics argue
that such measures are more about
avoiding responsibility rather than
truly focusing on student welfare.
Moreover, designating depression or
other mental illnesses as reasons for
disqualification can intensify stigma,
worsen symptoms, or push students
to hide their condition. Representative
Seo stated, “labeling people with

mental illness as a potential risk
group and excluding them reinforces
prejudice and stigma. We must not
continue to tolerate discrimination
repeatedly

occurring in  youth

housing.”

GIST’s Rules, A University Moving
Forward With Respect

GIST
Institute of Science and Technology)

Because (Gwangju
falls under the Ministry of Science and
ICT, and not the Ministry of Education,
GIST was not included in the survey.
a review of the GIST
residence life rules available on the

However,

university website found no provisions
that make mental illness grounds
for admission restriction or eviction,
unlike the other five universities
in the Gwangju and Jeonnam area.
Moreover, no mental-illness-related
restrictions were found in the rules or
bylaws of KAIST, DGIST, or UNIST.

GIST currently offers mental-
health support through its Counseling
Center, where students can receive
individual or group counseling upon
and take
online. Students can also seek help

request self-assessments

through the Gwangju Metropolitan

Mental Health Welfare Center, which
can be reached by connecting to the
Ministry of Health and Welfare’s
1577-0199.

improving how universities

counseling hotline
Still,
view mental illness requires not
only institutional support but also
deeper understanding and respect
among students. It is possible that
misconceptions or dismissive attitudes
toward symptoms can easily aggravate
conditions. Therefore, universities
should provide education that fosters
accurate understanding of mental
illnesses. We hope that GIST and all
universities will continue building
environments where students are
able to pursue healthy social lives.
Naturally, when students share respect
without discrimination and pursue
their dreams, universities will flourish.
Information Security Team leader
stated, “the university budget office
has contacted us immediately after
the incident. We sincerely apologize,
and with the budget now approved,
we are proceeding with equipment

replacement.

Reporter Doyoon Jang
doyoonj1109@gm.gist.ac.kr
translated by Yoonseo Huh

Persistent

Last summer’s

downpours led to a surge in damage.

prolonged

Multiple facilities, such as the college
buildings, residence halls, and the
student union buildings all show signs
of soaked ceiling panels that are on
the verge of collapsing. Therefore,
community members voiced anxiety
about safety and potential losses. To
understand root causes and response
plans, the GIST News has interviewed
the Facilities Operations Team.

Growing Anxiety Over Collapsing
Ceilings

Over the summer, Gwangju
has
rainfall that resulted

experienced  record-breaking
in frequent
flooding and power outages. However,
the damage did not stop there. As the

heavy rains persisted, sections of the

Leaks and Collapsing Ceilings in GIST

plaster ceiling boards in residence
halls, lecture buildings, and the student
union buildings became waterlogged
where some even partially collapsed.
In areas where the ceiling fell, water
dripped continuously where multiple
buckets were placed to catch the leaks.

Students reported the issues
andrequestedrepairs fromthe Facilities
Operations Team. Most repair work
was completed within about a week,
and the damaged plaster boards were
replaced. However, the underlying
cause remained unresolved. After
the ceiling replacement, subsequent
rainfall led to the same sections falling
again or sagging due to pooled water.
In fact, on the 6th floor of the I Hall
Residence, repeated replacements
were followed by subsequent damage,
where some students walking to class

were hit by the dripping water (see
photo).

GIST members
concern about these incidents. There

expressed

were worries that collapsing ceilings

would injure students where, if
heavy rain continued, even entire
ceilings could collapse. As the same
locations collapsed even after multiple
replacements,  some  questioned
whether the fundamental cause had

ever been addressed.

A Solvable Problem That Requires
Attention and Effort

According to Jo Guk-hyeon,
Team’s

the Facilities

architectural manager, the water leaks

Operations

were not by rainwater but rather by the
overuse of air conditioning combined

with  the aging infrastructure.

Normally, GIST buildings are coated
with insulation to prevent heat loss.
Comparedto 10~30 years ago, however,
higher ambient temperatures and
stricter legal performance standards
mean older buildings now fall short
Within
the insulation, due to the hot weather

in insulation performance.

with repeated downpours and with
heavy air-conditioner use, moisture is
gradually condensed and accumulated
as water in the ceiling cavities. Even
after repairs, the structure typically
needs around 30 days to dry and
stabilize. However, because the rains
kept returning before fully drying, the
same areas become wet and collapse
repeatedly.

(The whole article in the website)
Reporter Yourim Lee

yourimlee@gm.gist.ac.kr

translated by Yoonseo Huh
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