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Feature

2025 APEC Fosters Global Solidarity

On October 31, prominent
figures from around the world
visited Korea to attend the 2025
APEC Korea Gyeongju Summit.
Through this event, Korea formed
economic alliances and agreements
with other countries. Alongside the
summit, international exchanges
also  took place within the
engineering community, including a
visit by overseas professors to GIST’s
Advanced  Photonics  Research
Institute on October 23.

2025 APEC, A Platform for Unity
Among Asia-Pacific Economies

APEC  (Asia-Pacific =~ Economic
Cooperation) is an international
organization established to
strengthen economic cooperation
among countries surrounding
the Pacific Ocean. Composed
of 20 countries and one special
administrative region, APEC
facilitates diplomacy among national
leaders while also connecting
business leaders, researchers, and

civil society representatives that take
part in shaping regional economic
activity where the APEC Leaders’
Meeting is held annually in one of
the participating countries. This
year, the 2025 APEC Korea Gyeongju
Summit (hereafter referred to as
2025 APEC) created a global forum
for cooperation in Korea.

As the host country, Korea
positioned itself at the center of
international solidarity and gained
various benefits as a result. Most
notably, NVIDIA CEO Jensen Huang
visited Korea in person, signaling
a strong partnership and leading
to the formation of a Korea-
NVIDIA Al alliance. Through this
partnership, NVIDIA prioritized GPU
supply to Korean companies such
as Samsung, SK, Hyundai Motor
Group, and Naver Cloud, further
establishing strategic collaborations.
In addition, constructive discussions
among  participating  economies
culminated in the adoption of the
Gyeongju Declaration, emphasizing

core principles such as connection,
innovation, and transformation
where the 2025 APEC Summit
successfully concluded on November
1.

Engineering-Community
Engagement Around the Summit

Behind such science related
agreements  established  during
the 2025 APEC Summit were the
dedicated efforts of engineers
and researchers who had been
preparing  well in advance.
Beginning on February 25, prior to
the main summit, the PPSTI (Policy
Partnership on Science, Technology
and Innovation), an advisory
body for science and technology
innovation among APEC member
economies, held its general meeting
to focus on the summit agenda and
develop strategies for international
cooperation. Through these
meetings, plans were finalized to
promote talent exchange, strengthen
joint research and development, and

reassess the utility of emerging

technologies, thereby  fostering
stronger connections among
participating countries. Notably,

starting next year, Park Hwan-il, a
senior research fellow from Korea,
will assume the role of PPSTI chair
(the first Korean to do so), which will
raise expectations for continued and
active collaboration between Korea
and the international community.
Several international events were
also held in Korea in connection
with the 2025 APEC Summit. From
October 21 to 23, the KPS APEC QST
Forum, commemorating the 100th
anniversary of quantum mechanics,
took place in Gwangju alongside the
Fall Meeting of the Korean Physical
Society. During the forum, 17
physicists presented their research
and discussed future directions for
quantum technology.

(The whole article in the website)

Reporter Doyoon Jang
doyoonj1109@gm.gist.ac.kr
translated by Yoonseo Huh

Mix—ups during Tuition Payment Transfer

On November 6,

received an email titled “Request to

students

Confirm Tuition Payment Details for
the Second Semester of 2025 from the
Student Records Team. However, some
students had difficulty understanding
the content of the email, whereas
others even raised concerns that it
might secretly be a phishing email

requesting for personal information.

Email Sent Regarding Tuition
Transfer Errors

During the tuition payment
process for the second semester of
the 2025 academic year, various

cases occurred where students
transferred tuition fees to the incorrect
virtual bank accounts. In response,
the Students Records

notice on November 6 requesting for

Team sent a

confirmation of the tuition payment

transfers. However, because a
phishing email requesting for personal
information had circulated earlier on
April 18, some students suspected
that this notice email might also be a

phishing attempt. In response, GIST

News has interviewed the Student
Records Team and confirmed that the
email was an official notice, completely
unrelated to external hacking or
phishing attempts. Additionally, the
root cause of such confusion lies in
the structure of the tuition payment

system.

GIST’s Tuition Payment System
Each semester, GIST issues
a unique virtual bank account to each
student through Woori Bank. However,
for students who do not pay tuition
within the initial deadline, second,
third, and fourth payment periods are
provided, where a new virtual account
number is issued for each payment
round. Moreover, virtual account
numbers that expire after the first
payment period may be reassigned to
other students in later payment rounds
by the bank’s system. As a result, if
a student accidently transfers tuition
using an expired first-round virtual
account during a different payment
period, the payment may appear as if

it were deposited under the reassigned

student’s name. This has led to cases
where tuition paid by Student A was
recorded as if it belonged to Student B.

“This is an Official Notice,
Unrelated to Phishing” Student
Records Team

The Student Records Team
has stated that this type of tuition
transfer error occurred for the
first time this semester. They also
explained why it is difficult to identify
the actual payer using only bank
transfer records. Although there are
no issues when the student correctly
enters their own student ID number
and name, identification becomes
difficult in cases such as: when tuition
is paid under a parent’s name, when
there are multiple individuals with the
same name, or when the sender’s name
is entered inaccurately or unclearly.

For these reasons, the team
has requested transfer receipts from a
small number of cases where payment
could not be clearly verified. All
such cases have now been resolved.

In response to this incident, the

university plans to convene the
Tuition Deliberation Committee to
review potential improvements to
the payment system. Discussions are
expected to include restructuring the
virtual account reassignment process,
improving verification of the sender’s
information, and revising how account
information is provided to students

paying after the first payment round.

Preventing Future Payment Issues

A representative from the
Student Records Team has stated, “We
sincerely apologize for the confusion
caused to students.” They also advised
students to make tuition payments
within the designated deadlines and
asked that, if parents or guardians
are paying on a student’s behalf,
they ensure that the student’s name
and student ID number are entered
accurately.

Reporter Jonghyeok Lee
ljhaassO5@gm.gist.ac.kr
translated by Yoonseo Huh
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